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The power crisis engulfing California has its roots 

in supply and demand imbalances, natural gas

market changes, and a bungled electricity market

restructuring process. Lost opportunities in energy

efficiency and renewable energy exacerbated the

problem. However, efficiency and renewables are

now being aggressively pursued. This presentation

will describe the factors that have contributed 

to the California power crisis and the role of

renewable energy, past and present, in providing

solutions. It will also include a discussion of the

rise and subsequent fall of California’s green

power marketing industry.

Jan Hamrin is Executive Director of the Center for 
Resource Solutions in San Francisco, California.

Future seminar topics
❖ Stakeholder Value of PV Systems
❖ Federal Subsidies for RETs 
❖ Distributed Power Technologies
❖ Green Power Tags
❖ Renewables as Disruptive Technologies

You are invited to
attend a series of
"brown bag" seminars
on the second Thursday
of every month. The
series is cosponsored by
the National Renewable
Energy Laboratory
(NREL) and the U.S.
Department of Energy.
Topics will focus on new
and innovative renew-
able energy and energy
efficiency analysis strate-
gies, models, and tech-
nologies that are being
developed at NREL.

370 L’ Enfant Promenade is located adjacent to the Forrestal building at 
901 D Street SW in downtown Washington (Aerospace Building). Please
contact Wanda Addison at NREL at wanda_addison@nrel.gov

For more information on NREL, please visit the NREL 
Web site at http://www.nrel.gov/


